
Critical & Creative Thinking (CCT) 
Lesson Plan - Years 1 to 4 

‘And You Won’t Believe What Happened Next’ 

 
In this lesson students will learn of the relationship between cause and effect - and how to use this concept to 

improve their predicting skills. Students will also generate ideas that are either logical or novel.  

 

CCT skills (adapted from the Australian Curriculum‟s CCT Learning Continuum)  

 

 predict what might happen in a given situation  

 describe what they are thinking and give reasons why  

generate numerous ideas and possibilities related to a topic  

 

CCT dispositions (derived from the Australian Curriculum‟s description of dispositions)  

 

 the student realises that some problems can have several different solutions  

 the student is not afraid of making mistakes  

 

CCT vocabulary – predict, cause and effect  

 

You will need: electronic whiteboard, YouTube access, PDF file of „CCT Cruncher – Circle of 

Laughs‟ activity card.  

 

Lesson sequence  

 

1. Write the words GUESS and PREDICT on the board. Ask „what is a guess?‟ Demonstrate 

a guess by asking the class to guess what number the teacher is thinking of – between 1 

and 50. Don‟t give clues. Notice what is happening with your thinking. Notice the 

randomness of the answers. This is guessing.  

 

2. What about PREDICTING? How is predicting different from guessing? Discuss student 

definitions. For example - It means you THINK something will happen; it means you 

guess what will happen next; predicting is guessing with a reason. Give this definition - 

To predict is to say what you think is going to happen in the future – but with a good 

reason.  

 

3. Discuss predicting the weather for tomorrow. What are our reasons for our prediction? 

Does a prediction HAVE to be always right? No, but we can make a very good prediction 

if we use „cause and effect‟ thinking.  

 

4. Watch the video of the Amanda Ellis song „Cause & Effect‟ three or four times and then 

sing along. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWK0PF_-fc8  

 

5. Rule two columns on the whiteboard with the headings CAUSE and EFFECT. In between 

the headings write PREDICT in brackets with an arrow pointing right.  

 

 

 



6. List some „causes‟ on the left column – eg you forgot your lunch today, travelling too fast 

in a car, a robber robbing a bank, riding a bike for the first time. Ask students to suggest 

the effects these causes might have. List them. Notice that there can be several different 

possible effects.  

 

7. Do all the effects make sense with the cause? Check - are there any effects which don‟t 

make sense? When we predict we can use cause and effect thinking. But notice that the 

effect must make sense with the cause for us to make a good prediction. Write some 

nonsensical effects for each cause – eg I forgot my lunch today/ I feel happy; riding a 

bike for the first time/ I remembered to feed the dog.  

 

8. Display the CCT Cruncher poster „Circle of Laughs‟ (PDF attached) on the electronic 

whiteboard. Read through the instructions for today‟s activity. The teacher can 

demonstrate first. The class responds by saying “What?!” in unison whenever the teacher 

says “And you won‟t believe what happened next?”  

 

9. Demonstrate again „Circle of Laughs‟ this time with a student alternating with the 

teacher.  

 

10. Break the class into groups of five. Find a space and sit in a circle and play „Circle of 

Laughs”. *Try two versions – the wacky version where predictions are crazy, and the 

serious version where predictions have to be logical (Circle of No Laughs!).  

 

11. Conclusion: Revise the definitions of predicting and cause and effect  

 
Once students understand predicting encourage them to practice this activity regularly at school and at home - as this will boost their critical 

and creative thinking skills. For best long-term results students should practice CCT Crunchers frequently.  
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